
The End? 
by Jesse C. Jones 

The Beginning of Sorrows  

 When Jesus’ disciples came to Him with questions about the end of the world 

(Matthew 24:3), His response was that they would hear of wars and rumors of wars, nations 

would rise against nations, kingdoms would rise against kingdoms; and there would be 

famines, plagues, and earthquakes in many places.  He went on to say that these events 

would occur during a time known as the “beginning of sorrows,” a time that would start at the 

beginning of the final seven years of life on earth, initiated when the Lamb of God opens 

the first seal on the “Book of Life.”  This Book is described in Revelation 5:1 as the “Book 

written within and on the backside.”  It contains the names and deeds of all believers, in 

addition to events that occur during the final seven years.  Those whose names are not 

written in this book are cast into the lake of fire (Revelation 20:15) at the final judgment.  

With the opening of the first four of the seven seals on this book, four (spiritual) 

horsemen are sent forth into the world ”to conquer and spread deception, betrayal, war, famine, 

pestilence, and death on earth”.  It seems obvious that this period in the book of Revelation 

corresponds to the period identified by Jesus as the “beginning of sorrows,” initiated at the 

beginning of the final seven years on earth.  For a more complete analysis of this Biblical 

time period the reader is referred to Chapter 8, “A Layman’s Commentary on the Book of 

Revelation” by Jesse C. Jones, available at no cost at jessecjones.wordpress.com or 
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What we are seeing in America at the present time could be the “beginning of sorrows,” 

referred to by Jesus in answering His disciples’ question in Matthew 24:3.  The arguments 

below support this possibility. 

1. Matthew 21:33 relates a parable given to the Jews by the Lord about a householder who 

developed a vineyard, leased it to certain husbandmen, and then departed to a far country.  

When the time came to gather the fruit he sent servants to the husbandmen to collect the 

proceeds from the crop, but instead the husbandmen beat, stoned, and killed the servants.  

Then the householder sent his son, thinking that the husbandmen would respect the son.  

Instead they killed the son also.  This parable obviously refers to the Jew’s participation in 

the crucifixion of Jesus by Pontus Pilate, Procurator of Judea, and gives the reason for the 

Lord’s punishment of the Jewish nation.  

2. Matthew 21:43 KJV, records God’s plan for punishment of the Jews for their rejection of 

Jesus, and participation in His crucifixion: “Therefore say I unto you, “The Kingdom of God shall 

be taken from you, and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof.”  This appears to refer to a 

nation under the spiritual guidance of God, although some have interpreted it to mean 

Gentiles (worldwide).  

3. Matthew 24:16-22 describes the persecution of the Jews, which forces them to leave their 

homeland in Israel and flee into the wilderness, to a place prepared by God, where they are 

provided for, for a period of 1260 days. The remnant of Jews is saved by God because this 

nation was chosen for His own inheritance (Deuteronomy 7:6; Psalm 33:12)   The remnant is 

mentioned several times in the Bible: Zechariah 13:8-9; Isaiah 10:21, 11:11, 16:14; Jeremiah 

23:3; Ezekiel 6:8; Joel 2:32; Micah 2:12; Romans 9:27, 11:5.  The remnant will be saved and 

accept Christ near the end of the final seven years as described in the Book of Revelation.  
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The number of Jewish believers in the remnant is difficult to determine, but several of the 

references refer to a small number.  Zechariah says that two-parts will be cut off and die, but 

the third part will be brought through the fire, and be refined as silver is refined, and tried as 

gold is tried.

4. The word “nation” in Matthew 21:43 is often interpreted to mean “the kind of people that 

will produce fruit,” or another interpretation used is “Gentiles worldwide”.  We are arguing 

in favor of the interpretation “nation,” which signifies a believing body of people in a 

territory united under a single government.  

Is America “That” Nation? 

 When I first encountered Matthew 21:43 KJV, I was stunned.  My immediate thought 

was, “Could this be referring to America?” The similarity of the “fruits” to the goals and 

beliefs of early America immediately came to mind.  The information below convinced me 

that America was the nation that Jesus had in mind in this verse.

 I could not think of any nation that had been blessed as we have been, any nation whose 

founding documents all validate the fact that America was established by believers, trying to 

follow God’s guidance in creating a nation.  To prove that this verse (in all probability), does 

refer to America, I want to start by quoting a few excerpts from the many documents 

attributed to well-known founders, and later leaders of our nation:

1. From The Declaration of Independence, July 4, 1776, “We hold these truths to be self-

evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain 

inalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness.”  

2. Thomas Jefferson :“My God! how little do my countrymen know what precious blessings 

they are in possession of, and which no other people of earth enjoy!”  “God who gave us life 
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gave us liberty.  Can the liberties of a nation be secure when we have removed a conviction 

that these liberties are the gift of God?  Indeed I tremble for my country when I reflect that 

God is just, that His justice cannot sleep forever.”

3. Noah Webster: “The moral principles and precepts contained in the Scriptures ought to 

form the basis of all our civil constitutions and laws.  All the miseries and evils which men 

suffer from vice, crime, ambition, injustice, oppression, slavery, and war, proceed from their 

despising or neglecting the precepts contained in the Bible.”

4. Abraham Lincoln, April 30, 1863: “We have been the recipients of the choicest bounties 

of heaven.  We have been preserved, these many years, in peace and prosperity.  We have 

grown in numbers, wealth, and power, as no other nation has ever grown.  But we have 

forgotten God.  We have forgotten the gracious hand which preserved us in peace, and 

multiplied and enriched and strengthened us; and we have vainly imagined, in the 

deceitfulness of our hearts, that all these blessings were produced by some superior wisdom 

and virtue of our own.  Intoxicated with unbroken success, we have become too self-

sufficient to feel the necessity of redeeming and preserving grace, too proud to pray to the 

God that made us! It behooves us, then to humble ourselves before the offended Power, to 

confess our national sins, and to pray for clemency and forgiveness.”

5. George Washington: “No people can be bound to acknowledge and adore the invisible 

hand which conducts the the affairs of men more than the people of the United States.  

Every step which they have advanced to the character of an independent nation seem to 

have been distinguished by some token of providential agency…We ought no less to be 

persuaded that the propitious smiles of heaven cannot be expected on a nation that 

disregards the eternal rules of order and right, which heaven itself has ordained.”
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6. John Adams: “We have no government armed with powers capable of contending with 

human passions unbridled by morality and religion.  Avarice, ambition, revenge, or gallantry 

would break the strongest cords of our Constitution as a whale goes through a net.  Our 

Constitution was made only for a moral and religious people.  It is wholly inadequate to the 

government of any other.”

7. John Jay about the importance of faith for virtue, “Should our Republic ever forget this 

fundamental precept of governance, men are certain to shed their responsibilities for 

licentiousness and the great experiment will surely be doomed.”

8. Benjamin Franklin: “Only a virtuous people are capable of freedom.  Nothing brings more 

pain than too much pleasure; nothing more bondage than too much liberty.”

9. 1776 Virginia Declaration of Rights: “Free government, or the blessings of liberty, can be 

preserved to any people, but by a firm adherence to justice, moderation, temperance, 

frugality, and virtue.”

10. Theodore Roosevelt, July 4, 1886: “We must keep steadily in mind that no people were 

ever yet benefited by riches if their prosperity corrupted their virtue.” 

11. James Madison: “Liberty may be endangered by the abuses of liberty as well as the abuses 

of power.”

12. Alex De Tocqueville, noted French political philosopher visited America in her infancy 

to find the secret of her greatness.  He first examined businesses, schools, national 

government, and cities and towns but could not find the reason for its strength.  Then he 

visited the churches of our nation whose pulpits were aflame with righteousness and found 

the secret which he summarized as follows: “America is great because America is good; if 

America ever ceases to be good, America will cease to be great.” 
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13. In as late as 1892 the Supreme Court rendered the following decision: “Our laws and 

institutions must necessarily be based upon and embody the teachings of The Redeemer of 

mankind.  It is impossible that it should be otherwise; and in this sense and this extent our 

civilization and our institutions are emphatically Christian… This is a religious people.  This 

is historically true.  From the discovery of this continent to the present hour, there is a 

single voice  making this affirmation…we find everywhere a clear recognition of the same 

truth…These and many other matters which might be noticed, add a volume of unofficial 

declarations to the mass of organic utterances that this is a Christian nation.” 

I hope these statements of the founders, as well as those of later leaders and notable 

individuals and groups will convince readers that America was indeed established as a 

Christian nation, guided by people of virtue, who believed that freedom was worth fighting 

and dying for.  Of the 56 men who signed the Declaration of Independence five were 

captured by the British and tortured before they died, twelve had their homes sacked or 

burned, two lost sons and one lost two sons in the fighting.  Nine died in the war.  They 

knew when they signed the Declaration on July 4, 1776, in the city of Philadelphia, that if 

they succeeded they faced years of hardship, and if they failed they would face a hangman’s 

noose as traitors.  The closing words of the Declaration declare: “With a firm reliance on the 

protection of Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our lives, our fortunes, 

and our sacred honor.”

The Constitution of the United States was prepared by 55 men who were appointed to a 

Constitutional Convention in May 1787, with the task of developing a National structure 

which would deal with foreign nations, and administer matters of National concern (as 

distinguished from State or local concern).  The 13 states had already established guidelines 
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of their own, and the Constitution was to be based on these to the benefit of the population 

as a whole.  The National government was to be supreme in its domain, and the State 

governments were to be sovereign in all affairs not National or foreign.  When faced with 

difficulty for the first few weeks, 81-year old Benjamin Franklin rose and addressed the 

troubled convention, pleading that they remember that God had brought them through the 

struggle of the war, and that He would surely guide them in this endeavor if they only asked.  

After that they began each day of deliberation with prayer, and the Constitution began to 

take shape.  

The men of the Convention were of extraordinary ability and experience, men of high 

regard like Washington, Franklin, and Hamilton, chief justices of the supreme courts, and 

men who had achieved distinction at the bar and in business.  Of the 55 members of the 

Constitutional Convention 31 were lawyers.  On September 17, 1787, thirty-nine delegates 

signed the Constitution, and nine months later the required nine states ratified it, putting it 

into effect.  Rhode Island was the last of the thirteen states to ratify it in 1790.

America: An Inevitable Empire? 

 (This is from an earlier article written before the coronavirus struck our world)  

       I was surprised when I became aware of the geological advantages of the North 

American Continent over that of the rest of the world.  This is well documented in a report 

by Stratfor: The Geopolitics of the United States, Part 1: The Inevitable Empire.  The 

information provided below is used with Stratfor’s permission.

“The American geography is an impressive one. The Greater Mississippi Basin together 

with the Intracoastal Waterway has more kilometers of navigable internal waterways than 

the rest of the world combined. The American Midwest is both overlaid by this waterway 
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and is the world's largest contiguous piece of farmland. The U.S. Atlantic Coast possesses 

more major ports than the rest of the Western Hemisphere combined. Two vast oceans 

insulate the United States from Asian and European powers, deserts separate the United 

States from Mexico to the south, while lakes and forests separate the population centers in 

Canada from those in the United States. The United States has capital, food surpluses and 

physical insulation in excess of every other country in the world by an exceedingly large 

margin. 

North America is a triangle-shaped continent centered in the temperate portions of the 

Northern Hemisphere.  It is of sufficient size that its northern reaches are fully Arctic and 

its southern reaches are fully tropical.  Predominant wind currents carry moisture from west 

to east across the continent.  Climatically, the continent consists of a series of wide north-

south precipitation bands largely shaped by the landmass' longitudinal topography.  The 

Rocky Mountains dominate the Western third of the northern and central parts of North 

America, generating a rain-shadow effect just east of the mountain range — an area known 

colloquially as the Great Plains. Farther east of this semiarid region are the well-watered 

plains of the prairie provinces of Canada and the American Midwest.  This zone comprises 

both the most productive and the largest contiguous acreage of arable land on the planet.

The most distinctive and important feature of North America is the river network in the 

middle third of the continent.  While its components are larger in both volume and length 

than most of the world's rivers, this is not what sets the network apart.  Very few of its 

tributaries begin at high elevations, making vast tracts of these rivers easily navigable. In the 

case of the Mississippi, the head of navigation — just north of Minneapolis — is 3,000 

kilometers inland.  The network consists of six distinct river systems: the Missouri, 
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Arkansas, Red, Ohio, Tennessee and, of course, the Mississippi.  The unified nature of this 

system greatly enhances the region's usefulness and potential economic and political power.

  First, shipping goods via water is an order of magnitude cheaper than shipping them via 

land.  The specific ratio varies greatly based on technological era and local topography, but 

in the petroleum age in the United States, the cost of transport via water is roughly 10 to 30 

times cheaper than overland.  This simple fact makes countries with robust maritime 

transport options extremely capital-rich when compared to countries limited to land-only 

options.  This factor is the primary reason why the major economic powers of the past half-

millennia have been Japan, Germany, France, the United Kingdom and the United States.

Second, the watershed of the Greater Mississippi Basin largely overlays North America's 

arable lands.  Normally, agricultural areas as large as the American Midwest are 

underutilized as the cost of shipping their output to more densely populated regions cuts 

deeply into the economics of agriculture. The vast bulk of the prime agricultural lands are 

within 200 kilometers of a stretch of navigable river.  Road and rail are still used for 

collection, but river ports allow for the entirety of the basin's farmers to easily and cheaply 

ship their products to markets, not just in North America, but all over the world.  Third, the 

river network's unity greatly eases the issue of political integration. All of the peoples of the 

basin are part of the same economic system, ensuring constant contact and common 

interests. Regional proclivities obviously still arise, but this is not Northern Europe, where a 

variety of separate river systems have given rise to multiple national identities.

The early United States did not face any severe geographic challenges.  The barrier island 

system and local rivers provided a number of options that allowed for rapid cultural and 

economic expansion up and down the East Coast.  The coastal plain — particularly in what 
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would become the American South — was sufficiently wide and well-watered to allow for 

the steady expansion of cities and farmland. Choices were limited, but so were challenges. 

This was not England, an island that forced the early state into the expense of a navy.  This 

was not France, a country with three coasts and two land borders that forced Paris to 

constantly deal with threats from multiple directions.  This was not Russia, a massive 

country suffering from short growing seasons that was forced to expend inordinate sums of 

capital on infrastructure simply to attempt to feed itself.  Instead, the United States could 

exist in relative peace for its first few decades without needing to worry about any large-

scale, omnipresent military or economic challenges, so it did not have to garrison a large 

military. Every scrap of energy the young country possessed could be spent on making itself 

more sustainable.  When viewed together — the robust natural transport network 

overlaying vast tracts of excellent farmland, sharing a continent with two much smaller and 

weaker powers — it is inevitable that whoever controls the middle third of North America 

will be a great power.

For the United States, the attraction of owning one's own destiny made it the 

destination of choice for most European migrants. At the time that Mexico achieved 

independence it had 6.2 million people versus the U.S. population of 9.6 million. In just two 

generations — by 1870 — the American population had ballooned to 38.6 million while 

Mexico's was only 8.8 million.  This U.S. population boom, combined with the United States' 

ability to industrialize organically, not only allowed it to develop economically but also 

enabled it to provide the goods for its own development.

Global history from 1500 to 1945 is a lengthy treatise of increasing contact and conflict 

among a series of great regional powers.  Some of these powers achieved supra-regional 
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empires, with the Spanish, French and English being the most obvious.  Several regional 

powers — Austria, Germany, Ottoman Turkey and Japan — also succeeded in extending 

their writ over huge tracts of territory during parts of this period.  And several secondary 

powers — the Netherlands, Poland, China and Portugal — had periods of relative strength.  

Yet the two world wars massively devastated all of these powers. No battles were fought in 

the mainland United States. Not a single American factory was ever bombed. Alone among 

the world's powers in 1945, the United States was not only functional but thriving.

The United States immediately set to work consolidating its newfound power, creating a 

global architecture to entrench its position.  The first stage of this — naval domination — 

was achieved quickly and easily.  The U.S. Navy at the beginning of World War II was 

already a respectable institution, but after three years fighting across two oceans it had 

achieved both global reach and massive competency.  But that is only part of the story. 

Equally important was the fact that, as of August 1945, with the notable exception of the 

British Royal Navy, every other navy in the world had been destroyed. As impressive as the 

United States' absolute gains in naval power had been, its relative gains were grander still. 

There simply was no competition. Always a maritime merchant power, the United States 

could now marry its economic advantages to absolute dominance of the seas and all global 

trade routes. And it really didn't need to build a single additional ship to do so (although it 

did anyway).

There is another secret to American success — both in controlling the oceans and taking 

advantage of European failures — that lies in an often-misunderstood economic structure 

called Bretton Woods.  Even before World War II ended, the United States had leveraged its 

position as the largest economy and military to convince all of the Western allies — most of 
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whose governments were in exile at the time — to sign onto the Bretton Woods accords. 

The states committed to the formation of the International Monetary Fund and World 

Bank to assist with the expected post-War reconstruction.  Considering the general 

destitution of Western Europe at the time, this, in essence, was a U.S. commitment to 

finance if not outright fund that reconstruction.  Because of that, the U.S. dollar was the 

obvious and only choice to serve as the global currency.

But Bretton Woods was about more than currency regimes and international 

institutions; its deeper purpose lay in two other features that are often overlooked. The 

United States would open its markets to participating states' exports while not requiring 

reciprocal access for its own. In exchange, participating states would grant the United States 

deference in the crafting of security policy. NATO quickly emerged as the organization 

through which this policy was pursued.  From the point of view of the non-American 

founders of Bretton Woods, this was an excellent deal.  Self-funded reconstruction was out 

of the question.  The bombing campaigns required to defeat the Nazis leveled most of 

Western Europe's infrastructure and industrial capacity.  Even in those few parts of the 

United Kingdom that emerged unscathed, the state labored under a debt that would require 

decades of economic growth to recover from.  It was not so much that access to the 

American market would help regenerate Europe's fortunes as it was that the American 

market was the only market at war's end.  And since all exports from Bretton-Woods states 

(which the exception of some Canadian exports) to the United States had to travel by water, 

and since the U.S. Navy was the only institution that could guarantee the safety of those 

exports, adopting security policies unfriendly to Washington was simply seen as a 

nonstarter.  By the mid-1950s, Bretton Woods had been expanded to the defeated Axis 
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powers as well as South Korea and Taiwan. It soon became the basis of the global trading 

network, first being incorporated into the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade and in 

time being transformed into the World Trade Organization.  With a single policy, the 

Americans not only had fused their economic and military policies into a single robust 

system but also had firmly established that American dominance of the seas and the global 

economic system would be in the interest of all major economies with the exception of the 

Soviet Union.

From a functional point of view the United States controls North America because it 

holds nearly all of the pieces that are worth holding. With the possible exception of Cuba or 

some select sections of southern Canada, the rest of the landmass is more trouble than it is 

worth.  Additionally, the security relationship it has developed with Canada and Mexico 

means that neither poses an existential threat to American dominance.  Any threat to the 

United States would have to come from beyond North America.  And the only type of 

country that could possibly dislodge the United States would be another state whose power 

is also continental in scope.  As of 2011, there are no such states in the international system.”                             

Chosen and Blessed 

I hope that our arguments above have convinced readers that the creation, founding, 

and structuring of America can’t be explained by mere happenstance.  The miracle of a 

ragtag army of farmers overcoming the British army of sixty-thousand troops, commanded 

by the ablest generals in Europe, with a naval force of twenty-two thousand seamen in 

eighty British men-of-war can only happen when men like Washington, inspired by Heaven, 

can conceive a surprise move on the enemy by crossing the Delaware on Christmas Eve.  

And who but the Ruler of the winds could have delayed British reinforcements by three 
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months during a critical point of the war, or provide for the miraculous, last minute 

detection of Benedict Arnold’s treacherous scheme?  Who but God could move on a man 

like eighty-one-year old Benjamin Franklin to address the disagreeing Constitutional 

Convention stating that “I have lived a long time, and the longer I live, the more convincing 

proofs I see of this truth: that God governs in the affairs of man.  And if a sparrow cannot 

fall to the ground without His notice, is it probable that an empire can rise without His aid?  

We have been assured, Sir, in the Sacred Writings that except the Lord build the house, they 

labor in vain that build it.  I firmly believe this . . .”  It was after this that every session of the 

Convention opened with prayer, which led to the successful development of our 

Constitution, which established a republic based on the absolute laws of the Bible, not a 

democracy based on the changing whims of people.  Abraham Lincoln wrote this regarding 

the relationship between the principles of the Declaration of Independence and the 

Constitution: “A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in pictures of silver.”  Sadly, our 

nation no longer holds to President Lincoln’s characterization which was drawn from 

Proverbs 25:11.

The Falling Away 

For all the blessings America has been privileged to receive we now find ourselves in the 

same position the Jewish nation was in when the curse of Matthew 21:43 was spoken by 

Jesus.  A (past) leader of our nation proclaimed that we were no longer a Christian nation, 

and that individuals could enter heaven in more than one way, and he set about instituting 

regulations and procedures validating that statement.  Compare this to the purpose of the 

Pilgrims described in the New England Charter, that came to a new land eventually named 

America “. . . to advance the enlargement of Christian religion, to the glory of God Almighty 
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. . .”.  Also in the 1892 decision of the Supreme Court, which states in part:  “Our laws and 

our institutions must necessarily be based upon, and embody the teachings of The 

Redeemer of mankind.  It is impossible that it could be otherwise; and in this sense and to 

this extent our civilization and our institutions are emphatically Christian . . .”  Os 

Guinness, in his book “A Free Peoples Suicide,” emphasizes the founders belief that freedom 

depends on virtue, and virtue depends on faith, and faith is a gift of God (Ephesians 2:8).  

Thomas Jefferson once asked, “Can the liberties of a nation be secure when we have 

removed the conviction that these liberties are the gift of God?” 

Abraham Lincoln had this to say about the Bible: “All the good from the Savior of the 

world is communicated through this Book; but for this Book we could not know right from 

wrong.  All the things desirable to man are contained in it.”  Now ask yourself how many 

people you know spend any significant time studying the Bible, the source of God’s wisdom.  

Only eighteen years from the time the Pilgrims set foot on Plymouth Rock, the Puritans 

founded the first and perhaps the most famous Ivy League school: Harvard.  Almost all the 

Ivy League schools were established to train ministers of the gospel.  Harvard’s “Rules and 

Precepts,” published in 1646, included the following statement: “Every one shall consider 

the main end of his life, and studies are to know God and Jesus Christ, which is eternal life.”  

I doubt that God would look with favor on what is being taught at Harvard and other 

institutions of higher learning in 2020.

We have discussed the failure of the Jewish nation to maintain their obedience to God 

the Father and Jesus Christ His Son, and how this eventually led to the removal of the 

Kingdom of God, and their identity as a nation.  We have argued that the Kingdom was 

given to the forming nation of America, and how She was blessed by remarkable growth as a 

Page �15



nation, and by the spiritual life manifested by her citizens.  As a result America became the 

most powerful nation in our world, the recognized savior in two World wars, and the leader 

in trade, military strength, opportunity, and quality of life in the world.  Sadly, we seem to 

have fallen into the same trap that led to the failure of the Jews: love of the worldly life, and 

lack of interest in our spiritual life.  1 John 2:15-16 says. “Love not the world, neither the things 

that are in the world.  If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  For all that is in 

the world, the lust of the flesh, ad the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the 

world.”  The number of American adults claiming to be Christians in 2019 was 65%, whereas 

in 1990 it was 85%.

Recently our President was criticized after walking the short distance from the White 

House to St. John’s Church, carrying his Bible.  In some way he was said to be using the 

Bible for political gain. We have removed God from many (if not most) of the actions we 

take as a nation: He is no longer welcome in public school systems nor in universities.  He 

has been removed from the military, and it is not uncommon to read in the morning 

newspaper about another church being set on fire. It is acceptable in America to take the 

life of a newborn if it is considered inconvenient.  As a result we have taken the lives of an 

unbelievable number of those for whom God had prepared spirits, souls, and bodies every 

year since 1970.  I can only imagine how this makes Him feel.  

We seem to be running into difficulties that are hard to control and difficult to 

understand.  It reminds me of Job’s troubles when he was being tested by Satan after God 

had given him (Satan) authority over all that Job had, except the person of Job himself.  This 

is the way God deals with us when we need correction or teaching..  Pilot learned this when 

he asked Jesus if He knew that he had the authority of life or death over Him.  Jesus 
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answered that he had no authority whatever over Him except what God the Father had 

given him.  When we are possessed by the Lord and He is in control of our lives Satan has 

no authority over us except what the Father in heaven gives him.  This is a very reassuring 

and hopeful relationship.  

As a nation we have treated God miserably, and we deserve whatever punishment He 

chooses to correct and discipline us.  Unfortunately, we do not have the promise that the 

Jewish national remnant has for life in eternity, so we are pretty much on our own as 

individuals.  Whether we make it or not depends on whether our names are written in the 

Book of Life.

There is one last closing observation I want to make

I can’t help but believe that our present distress worldwide is God’s expression of disgust 

with our conduct, and I think that He is most disgusted with America’s performance, for He 

has invested more in our nation than He has in others.  None of us know whether this 

present action on His part is leading up to the end, or not, but I for one believe that there 

are several pretty big events that He describes in the Bible that must occur before that 

eventful day comes.  There is one observation about the end that is bothersome to those of 

us that are Americans.  Our commitment to Israel implies that we are to support them at all 

costs, and likewise they are to support us.  During the last days the Northern Army comes 

against Israel in what is identified as the Northern Army War (Ezekiel Chapter 36).  The 

nations in the group that come against Israel are identified individually, but there is no 

mention of any allies of Israel.  You would think that important allies like the United States 

would be referred to in some (coded) way.  I hope and pray that this does not mean that 

America is totally out of the picture at that time.  
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I wish I could say something that would spark an interest in reading and studying God’s 

Word among readers.  If you are interested in understanding the triune God of the universe, 

or if you have doubts about Him that you would like to resolve, I cannot think of a better 

source for study.  Many great men of renown have undertaken Bible study to prove that it is 

false, and that there is no God; but to their surprise they were convicted, and became 

believers into Jesus Christ.  C. S. Lewis, one of the greatest writers of the twentieth century, 

fell away from the Christian faith he knew as a youth, but then returned under the influence 

friends and literature, including the Bible.  He wrote more than thirty books, but the one I 

would recommend for any seeker, or new convert is “Mere Christianity,” one of the most 

popular and beloved introductions to the Christian faith ever written.

     In addition to the Bible, the other document that has been crucial to our nation’s 

survival and success is the United States Constitution.  After the Bible it is considered by 

many to be the second most important document ever written.  I recently completed a free 

on-line course on the Constitution provided by Hillsdale College.  I am ashamed to admit 

that I didn’t know a lot about the Constitution (the law of our land), before I took this 

course.  I learned that the Constitution was a unique creation: a system of self-government 

established and maintained by consent of the governed.  A constitutional republic with 

individual liberty, elected representatives and limited government, with power to protect 

individual pursuits related to life, liberty, property, and the pursuit of happiness: inalienable 

rights endowed by our Creator.  With wisdom far exceeding their own, the founders 

provided for protection against the inappropriate exercise of power by one branch of the 

government over the others through a system of checks and balances: the executive, the 

legislative, the judicial, and the individual.  The individual was the primary driver, for only by 
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his/her consent could the government govern.  But this entire plan necessarily depended on 

individual virtue, for that was recognized as the only effective restraint against men’s greed.  

It was this very point that was often mentioned by the founders: the only way to maintain 

the Republic was for the individual citizen to remain virtuous.  A quote by Daniel Webster 

strikes at the heart of this: “Let the religious element in man’s nature be neglected, let him 

be influenced by no higher motives than low self-interest, and subjected to no stronger 

restraint than the limits of civil authority, and he becomes the creature of selfish passion or 

blind fanaticism.”  Much of today’s activity within the Federal Government seems to fall 

into this category brought about by the actions of people that seem to fit Daniel Webster’s 

description above. 

Closure        

The obvious conclusion from this article is that the only way for our beloved America to 

return to being a God-fearing Nation is a return to being a God-believing Nation, and for 

this to occur we need God’s help.  There may be a little light at the end of the tunnel, for 

there have been recent moves by the government favorable to Christian and other believers, 

but we still have a mountain ahead of us.  The Bible is clear about the future of mankind, 

but we are not privy to God’s schedule.  We can only hope that by living lives honoring God 

and following His guidance He will bless, and not curse our Nation, once chosen to bring 

forth the fruits of the kingdom of God.
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